
California Montessori Project-Carmichael 
Campus 

Campus Advisory Council Meeting 

 
Date: September 14, 2017 

Time: 5:30pm 

Location: Pacific Room-Carmichael Campus Office 

X Laurien Spiller-Principal X Ginger Hoeper- Parent Rep 
X Elizabeth Parks-Secretary X April Duenas-Parent Rep 
X Mariecatherine Penny-Teacher Rep X Maggie Carmona- School/Parent Liaison 
 Erin Martin-Teacher Rep X Angel Heath-Room Parent Coordinator 
 

 

Principal’s Report: Laurien welcome the group and introduced herself as the new principal of 

the Carmichael campus. Areas of focus community and communication. Meetings, events, 

website and meetings with teachers. Many areas have been identified and are falling under this 

area. Hosted the first Governing Board meeting here at the Carmichael campus. Laruein was 

able to highlight our program and our goals. She talked about our dedicated staff. The staff 

shared why they like being here with many inspiring answers. We had our site visits with Gary 

Bowman and Mickey Slamkowski. Gary and Mickey visited all of our classrooms and had very 

positive things to say about our classrooms and teachers. The APEX event happened today, it 
went great, and was very inspiring. It was amazing to see the positive energy they bring on 

campus. There will be a grand end to the two week program. Oct. 5th next principal’s cafe. Get 

together with an open agenda where we can talk, as well as a time Laurien can share items of 

interest and information. Love and Logic will be the next topic at the principal’s cafe. Jonathan 

Wolff will be here at the end of the month. He is a trainer and inspiring, engaging speaker for 

Montessori education. We use his resources in our character education program. Jonathan will 

be here on Sept. 25th.  

 

 

 

 



Finance Update: DMS is still closing out the 16/17 school year books. Updated report will be 

available for October meeting. The October report will reflect our current balances for the 

17/18 school year. Recap of Walk A Thon  

  

Allocated Funds Requests: Room parent needs $300 from this n that for school related 

incidental items-Tabled until next meeting. Storage unit shelving for organization for event 

supplies. $500- Approved.  Harvest Festival we currently have about $1300 and need about 

$2000 for added security. We may need more prizes. Jen will look into what we need next week 

and will purchase the shelving and possibly binds over the weekend. $800 recess equipment- 

Approved.  

 

 

 

 

Committee Reports:  

Science -OPEN- 

VAPA-Emily Loeffler-Effie updated earlier in the meeting, they are working with Noah and 

Mariecatherine will meet and report out next month. The art room is currently stocked. Jacob 

Scandone has been hired as a TA and will also be focusing on music for a hour a day.  April 

suggested a supply wish list on line.  

Library-Jasmine Crabtree/Jamie Solanzano- Exciting new automated system. Students can look 

online at home or in class and see what is available and when their books are due. They can 

make suggestions as to what books we might want to purchase. Jamie will be working each day 

in the library. we have over 1000 books that are missing. We will be needing more shelving and 

some new furniture for the lower side of the library. Some books are being purchased with the 

left over read a thon money. Jamie is looking for volunteers. The upper elementary  rotation 

elective and will be coming in on Friday’s to help clean. Book donations will be taken home by 

volunteers to be gone over and purged before the books join the library.  

 

Event Reports: 

APEX-Angel Heath-Went really smoothly today. The APEX team does a great job. $22 last year. 

$20 for this year so far if all the donations are collected. Final numbers will be in next week. 

Resurfacing the playground area. Maggie would like the use of the money to be  be revisited 

after the final numbers. Effie doesn't feel that we should be purchasing any additional 



Montessori materials. Gary has over the past years worked with park and rec on this 

resurfacing of the playground issue. Laurien will touch base with Julie to see where things were 

left. It was also suggested to have a shade cover the woodbox area. The gym also has no air 

conditioning. Adaptive equipment  also needs to be added. in the vision of the area we should 

be looking  at the overall  picture of what we want it to be.  Erin Burgman suggested that she 

could volunteer to put together a proposal for the playground with the needs and suggestions. 

Laurien will be looking into the matching funds piece. We need to get quotes. 

Ginger suggested a go fund me page on facebook for a fundraiser, another parent said we may 

want to do more research to see how much they take in percentage . Donors Choose.org is a 

fundraiser. Ginger also suggested that we have our school represented at the Carmichael 4th of 

July parade.  

Harvest Festival-Jan Atencio/Maggie Carmona- Nov. 3rd. Sept. 21st 5:30 first committee 

meeting. Ginger is also working on decorating, Tamar Solis is on food. Doing away with chili 

cook off, it is a logistical problem with plugs and volunteers are dwindling. Scarecrow contest 

will be added this year.  Last year made $6000 without trying, we do ticket cards for the 

students to do the activities, we presale the tickets. Good for food and games. All students 

were given a ticket so that the community feels welcome.  

Book Fairs- Keira Miller-Oct. 16-20, will run the week of Parent/Teacher conf. Thursday set up. 

February will be the second. Keira would like to attend the 4th of October staff meeting to 

touch base with the teachers about the book fairs.  

Lunch Fridays- Cathy Murray-$300 profit from Taco Bell 

Read A Thon- Jammie Daffron/Jen Emory-Barnes and Noble weekend, the money will be used 

for the purchase of the 1000+ books that are missing. we get 20% of all the purchases of books 

and other items, just not gift cards.  

Variety Show-April Duenas/Rena Poole-N/A 

Art Walk- Effie Orn-N/A 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Discussion Items: Emily Loeffler and Mandy Hinton their boys Ben and ??  redid part of the 

playground as their spring  The Kawans club representative was here at the last meeting and 



the boys attended the Kawans club meeting yesterday and were awarded $200 for recess 

equipment. the boys would like to purchase first some four square balls to go with the work 

they did on the playground.  

Park and Rec need to work with us on building improvements.  

The End of the year dance made $700 

Spelling Bee is happening! List have been made available to the students. Nov. 8th.  


